
Guest Lecture on Linguistic Attitudes in the Caribbean 13th June, 11:00-12:00 
The research on attitudes and perceptions has been prominent in English linguistics ever 
since Dennis Preston started working on the linguistic perceptions present in the USA in 
the early 1980s and introduced the field of perceptual dialectology to the study of English 
linguistics. Within the Caribbean, research has so far mainly focused on attitudes towards 
the locally spoken Creole varieties and the perceptions towards varieties of English were 
often neglected until quite recently. This lecture will focus on attitudes and perceptions 
towards both Creole and English varieties spoken within the wider region of the Caribbean 
and will provide an overview over the methods, the results and possible future directions 
of the field of perceptual dialectology in the Caribbean.  
 
Workshop on Attitudes in World Englishes 13th June, 13:00-16:00 
In English, perceptual dialectology studies were originally carried out in traditional L1 
settings such as the UK or the US, however, in recent years research on attitudes and 
perceptions has rightfully expanded into the field of World Englishes. This workshop will 
introduce you to the highly diverse research on English around the world; ranging from 
locations such as Singapore, Fiji and South Africa to India and Nigeria. During the 
workshop, I will furthermore elaborate on different theoretical concepts used for the 
analysis of perceptual and attitudinal data and we will work with hands-on material 
gathered in various locations in order to apply and test these concepts.   
 
Workshop on Perceptual Dialectology Data Collection and Processing 14th June, 
9:00-12:00 
Fieldwork is one of the traditional ways of data collection in linguistic research, providing 
you with a variety of data for both qualitative and quantitative analyses – and it is also one 
of the most prominent ways to obtain data for perceptual studies. This workshop introduces 
you to the most prominent methods used in linguistic fieldwork for perceptual dialectology. 
Included will be various tasks, such as map drawing, the listening to various types of sound 
files and questionnaires. During this workshop we will focus on how to design your own 
material, i.e. which sound files to use or how to design your questionnaires (and how not 
to). Subsequently, we will also look at how to process perceptual data and will mainly work 
with the mapping tool ArcGIS. 
 

Office hour 13th June, 10:00-11:00 
Tell me about your research project and ideas or show me your data – and ask all the 
questions you’ve got about them. I have carried out fieldwork to conduct perceptual 
experiments and sociolinguistic interviews in various locations (mainly in the UK and the 
Caribbean). Furthermore, I’ve worked with various classes in Germany and Switzerland to 
collect data on second language acquisition/learning. I will be happy to help you with any 
questions you might have about your fieldwork, experiments or questionnaires for the 
fields mentioned above – or help you with any problems concerning the analysis of the 
data you’ve already collected.  


